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by 1100. For both towns the late pre-conquest
period is described as the original medieval period
of growth. The authors strongly defend the idea of
pre-conquest town-planning activities, which would
have included the removal of physical objects
(ditches) and the expulsion of livestock markets to
extramural locations, as well as the founding of a
large number of churches. The authors’ approval of
this vital early urban landscape is palpable and the
impact of the Norman Conquest is described as a
physical and mental intrusion into the established
urban landscape.

In the conclusion to the book the authors
courageously present their findings in quantitative
terms: in Gloucester the total late-medieval built-up
area consisted of 137 acres and of these 63 per cent
seem to have originated in planned urban extension.
Of the total built-up area, 28 per cent came into
existence as the result of town planning by church
institutions before the conquest. In Worcester the
comparable figures are 129 acres of built-up area,
of which 46 per cent was the result of planned
urban extension. Of the total built-up area, 39 per
cent was sponsored by successive bishops as
ecclesiastical lords of the city.

The book has a clearly defined focus on the
church’s direct contribution to the physical shape
of the early town. Well drawn maps are one of the
advantages of this book, but the authors obviously
considered them as self-explanatory. It would have
been user-friendly to label the minster church and
the smaller churches on Map 3.3 which shows the
principal features of the medieval city and suburbs
of Gloucester. But these are minor quibbles. The
book is well produced and has a helpful index. It
offers important insights into the early origins of
English towns based on the sustained
interdisciplinary approach through the full length of
this exemplary monograph. The volume shows
convincingly that the early physical development of
English towns can be reconstructed even when
contemporary texts do not exist and archaeological
excavations are not available on a large scale.
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In this book Anne Mosher builds on her 1989
dissertation to lucidly and engagingly examine the
locational situation, industrial circumstances, and
social and economic milieu that gave rise to the
steel-industry company town of Vandergrift,
Pennsylvania in 1895-1896. The author makes a
convincing case that as a result of a confluence of
forces, the steel industry felt a pressing need by the
mid-1890s to revamp its operations in response to
the challenges to profitability set off by industrial
growth and technological change and the labour
actions which ensued. The case study of this book
analyses those forces as they affected the Apollo
Iron and Steel Company, its big new sheet mill and
its associated company town. As this integrated,
multi-disciplinary work makes clear, Vandergrift
was not just any company town, the sort that in
various guises once existed well distributed
throughout the United States in significant
numbers. With a layout that broke from the
standardized rectilinear street grid, and its focus on
private ownership of houses rather than tenancy in
company dwellings, Vandergrift was to be a form
giver for many of the industrial towns that were to
follow.

Although the book’s title covers a time span of
six decades, the focus is the latter half of that
period. The book is arranged in three, two-chapter
parts; the first part is the Vandergrift background
story.  The first chapter follows the -early
development of sheet-iron production and
establishment of the mill towns in the Kiskiminetas
Valley some 40 miles north-east of Pittsburgh. The
second chapter examines the troubled switch to
sheet steel that started with the mid-1880s
technological changeover from puddled wrought
iron to open-hearth steel that de-skilled the
traditional craft methods of the iron puddlers and
rendered them redundant. They lost their jobs, but
the skilled (and unionized) men who actually
operated the rolling mills at the Apollo Company
survived, only to be permanently replaced by non-
union workers during an industry-wide strike in
1893.  Meanwhile, during this same period
demand-inspired production increases led to
unmanageable densities in both the old hillside mill
town of Apollo and the hemmed-in mill itself.

The chapters of the second part examine the
development of, and initial life in, the new town of
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Vandergrift and its satellite communities. Chapter
3 deals with the conceptualization of the new mill
and its adjacent and equally new company town by
the strike-breaking Apollo Steel President George
McMurtry and his engagement of the landscape
architectural firm of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot to
design the town. The author shows that this
commission turned out to be an unhappy one for
both client and designer, and that the latter’s
application of their firm’s signature curvilinear
street layout and lower density suburban approach
was not at all appreciated by McMurtry’s board of
directors, whose intent for the project was more as
a stand-alone real estate investment along the
prosaic lines of a standard Pennsylvania steel town.
As the author points out, they were expecting an
industrial town, but not a model industrial town.
The result was a compromised, incomplete plan,
but one that, with its curving streets and strong
architectural unity along them, was touted and sold
as a model town nonetheless. This is recounted in
the fourth chapter, where the author also pains-
takingly analyses deed, tax, and census records to
establish ownership and use patterns, and samples
family, ethnicity, and employment characteristics to
determine the social dynamics in play in the model
town. Then a similar evaluation is done for two
associated communities of lower status that were
laid out in simple grid patterns: the nearby Vander-
grift Heights and along the river bottom, East
Vandergrift. The residents of Vandergrift Heights,
like the Vandergrift borough proper, tended to own
their houses and were originally almost completely
American born. But segregated East Vandergrift
was limited almost exclusively to Eastern European
immigrants, most of whom were renters. In
essence, these three communities mirrored the
ethnic and wage-rate divisions of the mill.

The two chapters in the final section of the book
measure Vandergrift’s relationship to events that
transpired in the mill and mill town during the
generation following their construction. Chapter 5
analyses how the mill’s employees, most of who
resided in the Vandergrift communities, reacted to
the 1901 steel strike. Not only did they not strike
or attempt to organize, rather they served as strike
breakers at nearby mills. The last chapter indicates
how Vandergrift grew and changed, especially the
filling in of the unrealized half of the Olmsted
firm’s plan with subdivisions that ignored the
designers’ original layout for it. Those additions
and Vandergrift Heights were annexed to
Vandergrift proper in 1916, by which time the
enlarged borough had come in aggregate to look
like most other Pennsylvania steel towns.

In Capital’s Utopia, the author makes a
convincing case that Vandergrift’s original make-
up should be understood as probably the first
significant reaction to company-town development
that set in following the 1894 strike-induced failure
of Pullman, Illinois. There the Pullman Company,
which controlled the housing stock in its entirety,
refused to reduce rents to their wage-cut and laid-
off workers during the severe recession that
followed the Panic of 1893. This knowledge and
the Apollo Company’s own reaction to the steel
industry strike prompted by the same recession
helped foster what the author terms ‘industrial
restructuring’. As a result Apollo rebuilt their
operation with new technology at a new plant
served by a new company town conceived as a real-
estate venture rather than on the old paternalistic
landlord-tenant model. As such it is not surprising
that the Apollo Company sought out a landscape
design for Vandergrift that embodied the novelty of
this approach to provide housing for its workers.
This strategy of home ownership focused on the
single-family house, but the author surmises this
did not completely remove the paternalistic
relationship between management and workers
because home ownership equated with a financial
and emotional investment that tended to reduce
worker solidarity and lessened willingness to place
their jobs in jeopardy through labour action. Thus
the author concludes that social control retained a
presence in Vandergrift, and the numerous
industrial towns that followed were set up on the
same ‘own your own home’ model.

Since the completion of the author’s work on
Vandergrift, the catalogue of the Olmsted firm’s
drawings has been completed and placed online,
although the general availability of the drawings to
researchers, including the Vandergrift drawings,
still awaits the reconstruction of the archival facility
at the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic
Site. Study of these drawings is unlikely to call
into question any of the author’s conclusions
regarding the design of the town. But the fuller
understanding of it that they should elicit may allay
the generally dismissive view of Vandergrift’s plan
that planning and design historians have typically
held because of its seemingly compromised layout
and ultimate failure to be completed according to
Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot’s original concept. But
in any event, seldom, if ever, was a master-planned
industrial community conceived without
compromises or completed as originally envisaged.
Therefore it is to be hoped that limited view will
now be revised by Anne Mosher’s careful
elucidation of Vandergrift’s seminal place in the
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evolution of the company town from one of
complete paternalistic control to one where the
agency of homeownership brought the housing of
the industrial worker into the mainstream of
American domesticity.
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Laura Podalsky offers in this book an analysis of
the physical and discursive transformations that
took place in Buenos Aires between 1955 and 1973,
a period marked by the fall and return of Peron.
Following in the footsteps of David Harvey,
Edward Soja and Frederic Jameson — as the author
informs us in the introduction — Specular city is a
cultural urban study that combines a revision of
new architectural typologies and urban practices
with contemporary literature, painting and film
analyses.

The book is broken down into four main
chapters that deal with large cultural and spatial
phenomena, as well as five intervals, entitled
interruption, interstices, interlude, interspersion
and intervention, which focus on more discrete
questions. Throughout these four ‘cityscapes’ and
five ‘snapshots’ (as Podalsky introduces them) the
book builds its main argument, which is that after
the fall of Perén the middle-class sectors of Buenos
Aires renegotiated their position in society.
According to the author, after a decade in which the
working-class sectors were the main protagonists of
the public space, the 1960s were characterized by
the predominance of an urban-consumer discourse
addressed to the privileged middle classes, which
thus became the protagonists and main users of the
new public spaces in Buenos Aires. This new
hegemony, according to Podalsky, opened the field
for the subsequent implementation of the neo-
liberal project in Argentina in the mid-1970s.

Interruption (pp. 28-47) sets the tone of the main
argument as it reviews the urban events that took
place in 1955, during and immediately after the fall
of Perén. Its purpose is to stress the political
significance of the use of public space — in

particular the use of the urban spectacle — and to
interpret the clash between Peronists and anti-
Peronists as — among other conflicts —a struggle for
the material city.

The first chapter (pp. 48-99) discusses the
controversial Peronist legacy in Buenos Aires
through the lens of literary works and films, as well
as concrete government measures. It also describes
how cultural changes during this period tended to
foster a trend towards consumerism and a new kind
of domesticity away from the previous traditional
public spaces.

Interstices (pp. 100-17) introduces the issue of
the living conditions of the new urban poor.
Through an analysis of the work of the visual artist
Antonio Berni, Podalsky explores the proliferation
of shanty towns and downgraded hotels that
became the home of the new inhabitants — mostly
provincial immigrants — and the conflicts that
emerged there.

The second chapter (pp. 118-37) outlines the
appearance of new architectural typologies and
reports a significant increase in the use of private
cars. These changes are discussed in light of new
patterns in the use of space, and in particular the
changes in the division between public and private
space recorded not only in social-science literature
but also present in various films and literature
works. According to the author, this preoccupation
— in both material and discursive dimensions —
expresses the anxieties of the middle class about
their place in a post-Peronist social order.

Interlude (pp. 138-47) is the ‘snapshot’ that suits
Podalsky’s definition of snapshot best. This short
section looks at an emblematic cultural centre in
Buenos Aires in the 1960s, The Di Tella, and its
effect on society. While analysing contemporary
artistic trends and the increasing connection
between the worlds of culture and business, these
pages manage to exude the excitement and novelty
of the art scene in Buenos Aires during this decade.
The chapter also underscores one of the book’s
beliefs, which is that this period was marked by the
progressive advance of a commercial rationale
invading all social and cultural spheres.

In the third chapter (pp. 148-75) Podalsky
continues to develop her case by using as evidence
the emergence of new cultural industries, in
particular the weekly magazine Primera Plana and
the publishing house EUDEBA (Buenos Aires
University Press), in the context of a general
publishing boom that witnessed the multiplication
of new publishing houses and readers in only a few
years. Her point here is that in spite of their
democratizing rhetoric, these new cultural




